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(57) ABSTRACT

A polyaxial bone anchoring device includes a bone anchor-
ing element having a shank and a head, a receiving part
including a rod receiving portion, and a head receiving
portion having a first end and an open second end with a
bounding edge, wherein the head receiving portion is con-
figured to be rotatably connected to the rod receiving portion
and is flexible for introduction and clamping of the head, and
a locking ring configured to be mounted around the head
receiving portion, wherein the head is insertable into the
head receiving portion from the second end, is pivotable in
the head receiving portion at a larger maximum pivot angle
relative to the receiving part at a first location of the
bounding edge, and can be locked at an angle relative to the
receiving part by compressing the head receiving portion
with the locking ring.

16 Claims, 7 Drawing Sheets
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1
POLYAXIAL BONE ANCHORING DEVICE
WITH ENLARGED PIVOT ANGLE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION(S)

The present application claims the benefit of U.S. Provi-
sional Patent Application Ser. No. 61/535,296, filed Sep. 15,
2011, the contents of which are hereby incorporated by
reference in their entirety, and claims priority to European
Patent Application EP 11 181 514.8, filed Sep. 15, 2011 the
contents of which are hereby incorporated by reference in
their entirety.

BACKGROUND

1. Field of the Invention

The invention relates to a polyaxial bone anchoring
device with an enlarged pivot angle. The polyaxial bone
anchoring device includes a bone anchoring element for
anchoring in a bone and a receiving part for coupling a
stabilization rod to the bone anchoring element. The receiv-
ing part includes a rod receiving portion for receiving the rod
and a head receiving portion that is flexible so as to allow
introduction and clamping of a head of the bone anchoring
element. A locking ring is provided for compressing the head
receiving portion of the receiving part to lock the head. A
bounding edge of the head receiving portion is configured to
permit the anchoring element to pivot at a larger pivot angle
relative to the receiving part at a first location of the
bounding edge than at a second location of the bounding
edge. The head receiving portion is rotatable with respect to
the rod receiving portion, so that an orientation or direction
of the larger pivot angle can be selected.

2. Description of Related Art

A polyaxial bone anchoring device with an enlarged pivot
angle is described in U.S. Pat. No. 6,736,820. This bone
anchoring device includes a bone screw and a receiving part
with a seat for the head of the bone screw. The screw
member can be pivoted to at least one side by an enlarged
angle, because the edge of the free end of the receiving part
is of asymmetric construction.

Another polyaxial bone anchor is described in US 2005/
0080415 Al. This bone anchor has a body member having
a U-shaped channel for receiving the rod and a compressible
recess for receiving a head of the anchor member such that
the anchor member can initially polyaxially angulate with
respect to the body member and further has a collar slidably
disposed about the body member and capable of compress-
ing the recess around the head. The lower bounding edge of
the body member may include a countersunk region to
permit increased angulation when the anchor member is
oriented toward the countersunk region.

US 2007/0118123 A1 describes a polyaxial bone anchor
with increased angulation. The polyaxial bone anchor has a
locking element shaped and configured to allow an anchor-
ing member, e.g. a screw or a hook, to polyaxially rotate at
large angles about a central axis of the bone anchor before
compression locking the anchoring member within an
anchor head.

SUMMARY

Although the polyaxial bone anchoring devices described
above provide for enlarged angulation in a specific orienta-
tion, there is still a need for an improved polyaxial bone
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2

anchoring device in terms of, for example, simplicity of
design and increased variety of applications.

It is an object of the invention to provide a polyaxial bone
anchoring device with an enlarged pivot angle that has a
small size, provides for safer locking, and that in some
embodiments, can be used as a modular system.

A polyaxial bone anchoring device according to embodi-
ments of the invention is a bottom loading polyaxial bone
anchoring device, where an anchoring element can be
inserted into a receiving part from a bottom of the receiving
part. In some embodiments, the bone anchoring device can
be delivered by a manufacturer as a pre-assembled receiving
part with locking ring, and separate therefrom, one or a
plurality of different bone anchoring elements. By means of
this, various bone anchoring elements with shanks having
different diameters, thread forms and/or various other dif-
ferent features can be combined with the receiving part
according to actual clinical requirements in a particular
clinical situation. This gives the surgeon or other practioner
a more diverse or wider choice of implants.

In addition, due to such modularity, costs of stock-holding
can be decreased.

Because an enlarged pivot angle of bone anchoring
devices according to embodiments of the invention can be
selected for a range of 360° around a central axis of the
receiving part, the bone anchoring device can be used in a
wider variety of applications. A maximum pivot angle of the
bone anchoring element relative to the receiving part may be
equal to or greater than 45° measured from a straight
position. An orientation or position of the enlarged pivot
angle can be selected, for example, in a plane including the
rod axis, at 90° with respect to the rod axis, or at any other
angle. This renders the bone anchoring device according to
embodiments of the invention particularly suitable for appli-
cations of lateral mass fixation, for example, at the cervical
spine.

The design of the bone anchoring device according to
embodiments of the invention provide for reduced dimen-
sions in terms of height as well as in terms of diameter,
which makes it particularly suitable for applications where
small-sized anchoring devices are required, such as in the
fields of cervical spine surgery or pediatric applications,
trauma, and minimally open or minimally invasive applica-
tions for bone surgery.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Further features and advantages will become apparent
from the description of embodiments by means of accom-
panying drawings. In the drawings:

FIG. 1 shows an exploded perspective view of a polyaxial
bone anchoring device according to a first embodiment;

FIG. 2 shows a perspective view of the polyaxial bone
anchoring device of FIG. 1 in an assembled state;

FIG. 3 shows a cross-sectional view of the polyaxial bone
anchoring device of FIGS. 1 and 2, the section taken
perpendicular to a rod axis, where a bone anchoring element
is in a first pivot position;

FIG. 4 shows a cross-sectional view of the polyaxial bone
anchoring device of FIGS. 1 and 2, the section taken
perpendicular to the rod axis, where the bone anchoring
element is in a second pivot position;

FIG. 5 shows a perspective view of a rod receiving
portion of the receiving part of the polyaxial bone anchoring
device of FIG. 1,

FIG. 6 shows a perspective view from below of the rod
receiving portion of FIG. 5;
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FIG. 7 shows a cross-sectional view of the rod receiving
portion of FIGS. 5 and 6, the section taken perpendicular to
the rod axis;

FIG. 8 shows a side view of the rod receiving portion of
FIGS. 5 and 6;

FIG. 9 shows a side view of the rod receiving portion of
FIG. 8 rotated by 90°;

FIG. 10 shows a top view of the rod receiving portion of
FIGS. 5 and 6;

FIG. 11 shows a perspective view from below of a head
receiving portion of the receiving part of the polyaxial bone
anchoring device of FIG. 1;

FIG. 12 shows a perspective view from above of the head
receiving portion of FIG. 11;

FIG. 13 shows a cross-sectional view of the head receiv-
ing portion of FIGS. 11 and 12;

FIG. 14 shows a side view of the head receiving portion
of FIGS. 11 and 12;

FIG. 15 shows a side view of the head receiving portion
of FIG. 14 rotated by 90°;

FIG. 16 shows a view from a top of the head receiving
part of FIGS. 11 and 12;

FIG. 17 shows an exploded perspective view of a receiv-
ing part according to an embodiment, without a locking ring,
and showing steps of assembly;

FIG. 18 shows a perspective view of an assembled rod
receiving portion and head receiving portion of the receiving
part of FIG. 17;

FIG. 19 shows a perspective view of a locking ring
according to an embodiment;

FIG. 20 shows a cross-sectional view of the locking ring
of FIG. 19, the section taken along line A-A in FIG. 19;

FIG. 21 shows an exploded perspective view of a receiv-
ing part of a polyaxial bone anchoring device, without a
locking ring, according to a second embodiment;

FIG. 22 shows a perspective view of the receiving part of
FIG. 21 in an assembled state;

FIG. 23 shows a cross-sectional view of the assembled
receiving part of FIGS. 21 and 22 the section taken perpen-
dicular to a rod axis;

FIG. 24 shows a perspective exploded view of a receiving
part of a polyaxial bone anchoring device without a locking
ring, according to a third embodiment;

FIG. 25 shows a perspective view of the receiving part of
FIG. 24 in an assembled state; and

FIG. 26 shows a cross-sectional view of the receiving part
of FIG. 24, the section taken perpendicular to a rod axis.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

As shown in FIGS. 1 to 4, a polyaxial bone anchoring
device according to a first embodiment includes a bone
anchoring element 1 in the form of a bone screw having a
threaded shank 2 and a spherical segment-shaped head 3.
The head 3 has a recess 4 for engagement with a tool. The
bone anchoring device further includes a receiving part 5 for
receiving a rod 6 to connect the rod 6 to the bone anchoring
element 1. Further, a closure element 7 in the form of, for
example, an inner screw or set screw, is provided for
securing the rod 6 in the receiving part 5. In addition, the
bone anchoring device includes a locking ring 8 for locking
the head 3 in the receiving part 5.

As can be further seen in FIGS. 1 to 16, the receiving part
5 includes a rod receiving portion 9 and a head receiving
portion 19 that may be rotatably connected to each other.
The rod receiving portion 9 is substantially cylindrical and
has a first end 9a, an opposite second end 95, and a central
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axis of symmetry C therethrough. The rod receiving portion
9 has a coaxial first bore 10 provided at the second end 95.
The rod receiving portion 9 also includes a coaxial second
bore 11 extending from the first end 9a to a distance from the
second end 94, and a coaxial third bore 11a (see, e.g., FIG.
5) in communication with the first bore 10 and the second
bore 11. A diameter of the second bore 11 is larger than a
diameter of the rod 6. A substantially U-shaped recess 12 is
provided in the rod receiving portion 9 that extends from the
first end 9a towards the second end 95, where a width of the
U-shaped recess 12 is slightly larger than the diameter of the
rod 6, to such an extent that the rod 6 can be placed in the
recess 12 and can be guided therein. By means of the
U-shaped recess 12, two free legs 12a, 126 are formed, on
which an internal thread 13 is provided. The internal thread
13 can be, for example, a metric thread, a flat thread, a
negative angle thread, a saw-tooth thread, or can have any
other thread form. Preferably, a thread form such as a flat
thread or a negative angle thread is used, which prevents
splaying of the legs 124, 126 when the inner screw 7 is
screwed therein. A height of the U-shaped recess 12 is such
that the rod 6 and the inner screw 7 can be inserted between
the legs 12a, 125. Between a bottom of the recess 12 and first
end 9a along a longitudinal axis of the rod receiving portion
9, a flat section 14 is provided, forming or defining an end
of the second bore 11 (see, e.g., FIG. 10).

At the second end 95, two cut-outs 15 located diametri-
cally opposite to each other are provided. The cut-outs 15
extend from the second end 95 into the bottom of the
L-shaped recess 12. The cut-outs 15 are configured to
receive a portion of the locking ring 8 described below.

On either side of the cut-outs 15, a pin hole 16 is provided
that extends through the rod receiving portion 9 of the
receiving part 5 to be parallel with a longitudinal axis L of
a channel formed by the recess 12. The pin holes 16 each
have a size such that the pin holes 16 project into or
communicate with the first bore 10 along a circumferential
length, thereby forming an opening 17, as shown in particu-
lar in FIG. 6. As depicted in FIGS. 1 to 4, two pins 18 are
provided and are configured to be inserted into the pin holes
16, respectively. A length of the pins 18 is such that, in the
inserted position, the pins 18 do not project out of an outer
surface of the rod receiving portion 9 of the receiving part
5. When the pins 18 are inserted in the pin holes 16, a portion
18a of the pins 18 project through the opening 17 into the
first bore 10, thereby reducing a diameter of the first bore 10
at the positions of the openings 17. The pins 18 may have a
circular cross-section. The portions 18a that project through
the openings 17 may have substantially a shape of an ellipse
when viewed from the central axis C (see, e.g., FIG. 6).

The head receiving portion 19 of the receiving part 5
provides an accommodation space for the head 3 of the bone
anchoring element 1. The head receiving portion 19 has a
first end 19a configured to be connected to the second end
95 of the rod receiving portion 9, a second end 195, and a
coaxial through hole 19¢. Adjacent to the first end 19a is a
substantially cylindrical portion 20 with a circumferential
groove 21. An outer diameter of the cylindrical portion 20 is
the same as or is slightly smaller than the inner diameter of
the first bore 10 of the rod receiving portion 9 of the
receiving part 5, so that the cylindrical portion 20 fits into the
first bore 10. A diameter of the groove 21 corresponds
substantially to the inner diameter of the first bore 10 at the
opening 17 when the pins 18 are inserted, as shown in
particular in FIGS. 3 and 4.

The head receiving portion 19 further has a conically-
shaped outer surface portion 22 that widens towards the
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second end 195. In addition, an internal hollow spherical
segment-shaped section 23 forming an accommodation
space for the spherical segment-shaped head 3 of the bone
anchoring element 1 is formed in the head receiving portion
19. The internal hollow section 23 is configured to encom-
pass the head 3 of the bone anchoring element 1 from the
side covering a region including a largest diameter of the
head 3 when the head 3 is inserted therein.

As can be seen in particular in FIGS. 11 to 16, a plurality
of slits 24 are provided that are open to the second end 195
of the head receiving portion 19. The slits 24 may end at a
distance from the first end 19a. By the size and number of
slits 24 provided, a desired elasticity is given to the head
receiving portion 19. The elasticity of the head receiving
portion 19 is such that the head 3 of the anchoring element
1 can be inserted by expanding the head receiving portion
19, and can be clamped in the head receiving portion 19 by
compressing the head receiving portion 19.

An edge bounding the second end 196 may be asymmet-
ric. In the embodiment shown, this is achieved by a coun-
tersunk or recessed area 25 at the internal hollow space 23.
By means of this, the anchoring element 1 can pivot at the
position of the recessed area 25 to a larger pivot angle o,
with respect to a straight position when an axis of the
anchoring element 1 is coaxial with the central axis C of the
receiving part 5 (see, e.g., FIG. 3), compared to a smaller
pivot angle ., in the opposite or other directions (see, e.g.,
FIG. 4). The recessed area 25, therefore, defines a position
for facilitating an enlarged pivot angle of the anchoring
element 1 with respect to the rod receiving portion 9.

The receiving part 5 is assembled as shown in FIGS. 17
and 18. In a first step, the head receiving portion 19 is
introduced into the rod receiving portion 9 from the second
end 95 of the rod receiving portion 9, until the first end 19a
abuts an end of the first bore 10 (See, e.g., FIGS. 3 and 4).
Then, in a second step, the pins 18 are introduced into the pin
holes 16 so that they extend partially through the openings
17 into the groove 21. By means of this, the head receiving
portion 19 is connected to the rod receiving portion 9 so that
it cannot fall out. The pins 18 extend through the openings
17 such that the pins 18 are able to move in or with respect
to the groove 21. This renders the head receiving portion 19
rotatable with respect to the rod receiving portion 9. As such,
an orientation or position of the recessed area 25 with
respect to an orientation or position of an axis of an inserted
rod can be selected or adjusted to any angle between zero
and 360° by rotating the head receiving portion 19 with
respect to the rod receiving portion 9 in, for example, a
clockwise or counterclockwise direction.

The locking ring 8 will now be described with reference
to FIGS. 19 and 20. The locking ring 8 has a maximum outer
diameter that does not project or only slightly projects
outward from an outer surface of the rod receiving portion
9 of the receiving part 5 when the locking ring 8 is mounted
on the receiving part 5. A height of the locking ring 8 in an
axial direction (not taking into consideration projections 81,
discussed further below) is smaller than that of the head
receiving portion 19 of the receiving part 5 so that, as shown
in FIGS. 3 and 4, there is a distance or gap between the
locking ring 8 and the second end 956 of the rod receiving
portion 9 when the locking ring 8 is in a position for
clamping the head 3.

The locking ring 8 has at its inner side a curved internal
surface portion 8a. A curvature of the inner surface portion
8a is directed towards a center of the locking ring 8. The
curved surface portion 8¢ may have a circular segment-
shaped cross section. Other types of curvatures are also
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possible. An inner diameter of the locking ring 8 is such that
the locking ring 8 can slide along the outer conical surface
portion 22 of the head receiving portion 19, thereby com-
pressing the head receiving portion 19 increasingly when
sliding downwards (i.e., towards second end 195).

Furthermore, the locking ring 8 includes two projections
81 located diametrically opposite to each other on a side that
faces the second end 95 of the rod receiving portion 9 when
the locking ring 8 is mounted. The projections 81 have a
height such that they extend into the cut-outs 15 and project
above the bottom of the substantially U-shaped recess 12
when the locking ring 8 is in a position in which an inserted
head 3 is not yet clamped. Free ends 82 of the projections 81
can be curved, particularly concavely curved with a curva-
ture that may correspond to that of the rod 6. The locking
ring 8 is arranged in such a way around the head receiving
portion 19 of the receiving part 5 that the projections 81 are
located at the positions of the recess 12. By means of this,
the projections 81 that project through the cut-outs 15 into
the recess 12 prevent the locking ring 8 from rotating out of
this position when the rod 6 is not yet inserted.

The locking ring 8 is mounted from the second end 195
of the head receiving portion 19. When the locking ring 8 is
in an uppermost position abutting against the second end 95
of the rod receiving portion 9, the head receiving portion 19
is still freely rotatable with respect to the rod receiving
portion 9.

The flexibility of the head receiving portion 19 and the
size of the head receiving portion 19 at the open second end
195 allows for mounting of the locking ring 8 by assembling
the locking ring 8 from the second end 196 onto the head
receiving portion 19. Because the outer diameter of the head
receiving portion 19 is smaller than that of the rod receiving
portion 9, the locking ring 8 may not project or only
minimally projects beyond the rod receiving portion 9 in a
radial direction when mounted.

The locking ring 8 is moveable between a first position
limited by the second end 95 of the rod receiving portion 9
of the receiving part 5 that acts as a stop, and a second
position near the second end 195 of the head receiving
portion 19. In the second position, the head 3 is locked by
means of compression of the head receiving portion 19. The
tapered exterior surface 22 of the head receiving portion 19
prevents escaping of the locking ring 8 in the direction of the
second end 195 when the head 3 is inserted in the head
receiving portion 19.

The inner screw 7 has a thread corresponding to the
internal thread 13 provided on the legs 12a, 1254. If a thread
form that prevents the legs 12a, 126 from splaying is used,
a single closure element such as the inner screw 7 may be
sufficient. This reduces a size of the bone anchoring device
in a radial direction.

The receiving part 5, the locking ring 8, the inner screw
7 and the bone anchoring element 1 may be made of
bio-compatible materials, for example, of titanium or stain-
less steel, of bio-compatible alloys, such as nickel titanium
alloys, for example Nitinol, or of a bio-compatible plastic
material, such as, for example, polyetheretherketone
(PEEK). The various parts can be made of the same or of
different materials.

The bone anchoring device according to embodiments of
the invention can be used in several ways. In one way of use,
the bone anchoring element 1, the receiving part 5, and the
locking ring 8 may be pre-assembled. The head receiving
portion 19 of the receiving part 5 is rotated to a desired
position such that the recessed area 25 that defines the
orientation or position of the enlarged pivot angle is posi-
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tioned at a desired orientation. The bone anchoring element
1 is inserted into a bone with the receiving part 5 mounted
on the bone anchoring element 1. The recess 4 of the head
can be accessed with a tool through the first, second and
third bores 10, 11, and 114a. The locking ring 8 may be in a
first position close to the second end 95 of the rod receiving
portion 9, where the locking ring 8 does not yet facilitate
clamping of the head 3. The flexible head receiving portion
19 of the receiving part 5 may create a slight pretension,
where the inner surface of the hollow portion 23 may be
slightly smaller in dimension than the head 3. Therefore, the
receiving part 5 may be frictionally held on the head 3 in a
specific angular position. The receiving part 5 can then be
aligned manually to receive the rod 6. Once a correct
position of the rod 6 with respect to each of the bone
anchoring devices is achieved, the inner screw 7 is screwed
between the legs 12a, 126 until the inner screw 7 presses
onto the rod 6. The rod 6 is pressed into or towards the
bottom of the U-shaped recess 12, thereby engaging the free
ends 82 of the projections 81, respectively, and shifting
down the locking ring 8. When the locking ring 8 is moved
towards the second end 195 of the head receiving portion 19,
the locking ring 8 compresses the head receiving portion 19
and clamps the head 3. Final tightening of the inner screw
7 locks positions of the rod 6 and the head 3 relative to the
receiving part 5 simultaneously.

In another way of use, only the receiving part 5 and the
locking ring 8 may be pre-assembled. An appropriate bone
anchoring element may be selected from a variety of bone
anchoring elements and introduced into the hollow internal
portion 23 while the locking ring 8 is at a position close to
the second end 95 of the rod receiving portion 9. This allows
for selection of an appropriate bone anchoring element out
of a variety of bone anchoring elements that may, for
example differ in diameter, length, and/or other features or
properties. Hence, a modular system may be provided,
including receiving parts and a plurality of bone anchoring
elements which can then be individually selected. It may
also be possible to provide a plurality of receiving parts
with, for example, differently shaped or configured recessed
areas to accommodate a wider variety of enlarged pivot
angles. By means of such modularity, the fields of applica-
tion of the bone anchoring device according to embodiments
of the invention may be enlarged.

In yet another way of use the inner screw 7 may be
tightened to lock the head 3 and the rod 6. Thereafter, the
inner screw 7 may be loosened to allow further adjustments
of the rod 6. The head 3 may remain temporarily clamped
due to a frictional force or other feature that holds the
locking ring 8 in place.

FIGS. 21 to 23 show a second embodiment of a polyaxial
bone anchoring device that differs from the first embodiment
by the receiving part. The receiving part 5' according to the
second embodiment includes a rod receiving portion 9' for
receiving the rod 6 and a head receiving portion 19' for
receiving the head 3 of the bone anchoring element 1.
Portions and sub-portions that are identical or similar to
those of the first embodiment are indicated with the same
reference numerals, and the descriptions thereof will not be
repeated. The rod receiving portion 9' does not have pin
holes 16, and the pins 18 are not implemented. The rod
receiving portion 9' instead has a circumferential groove 30
at a distance from the second end 95. The head receiving
portion 19' has near the first end 19¢ a circumferential
groove 21' for accommodating a split ring 50. The split ring
50 is a ring with a circular cross section that substantially
corresponds to a cross section of the groove 30 and that is
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open, or in other words, has a gap 51. Therefore, the split
ring 50 exhibits flexibility. A size of the split ring 50 is such
that if the gap 51 is closed by compressing the split ring 50,
the split ring 50 may be contained fully within the groove
21". The grooves 21" and 30 are configured to face each other
when the head receiving portion 19' is inserted into the rod
receiving portion 9'. The sizes of the grooves 21', 30 are such
that, when the grooves 21', 30 face each other, there is a
space 31 allowing the split ring 50 to expand and compress
therein.

Assembly of the receiving part 5' according to the second
embodiment is as follows. First, the split ring 50 is expanded
and inserted into the groove 21' of the head receiving portion
19'. Then, the head receiving portion 19' together with the
split ring 50 (which may temporarily be compressed in the
groove 21' during connection of the rod receiving portion 9'
and the head receiving portion 19') is inserted from the
second end 94 into the rod receiving portion 9'. When the
first end 19a abuts against the end of the first bore 10, the
grooves 21', 30 face each other, and the split ring 50
expands. By means of this, the head receiving portion 19'
may be prevented from falling out. Meanwhile, the head
receiving portion 19' may still be rotatable with respect to
rod receiving portion 9, to allow the recessed area 25 to be
rotated to a desired position relative to the rod receiving
portion 9'.

In an alternate approach, the split ring 50 can first be
compressed for insertion into the first bore 10 of the rod
receiving portion 9', and then allowed to expand into groove
30. Thereafter, the head receiving portion 19' can be inserted
from the second end 954 into the rod receiving portion 9'.
Here, a space similar to space 31 may be arranged in the rod
receiving portion 9' to allow for further expansion of the split
ring 50 in the groove 30 when the head receiving portion 19'
is inserted into the rod receiving portion 9'. When the first
end 19qa of the head receiving portion 19' abuts against the
end of the first bore 10, the grooves 21', 30 face each other,
and the split ring 50 can compress into the groove 21 to
prevent the head receiving portion 19' from falling out of the
first bore 10 and separating from the rod receiving portion 9.

The mounting of the locking ring 8 and the assembly of
the whole anchoring device may be the same as or similar to
the first embodiment.

A third embodiment of the polyaxial bone anchoring
device is shown in FIGS. 24 to 26. The third embodiment
differs in the design of the receiving part 5" and the split ring
500 from the second embodiment. Portions and sub-portions
that are the same as or similar to those of the first and/or
second embodiments are indicated with the same reference
numerals, and the descriptions thereof will not be repeated.

The third embodiment has a split ring 500 with a rectan-
gular cross section. Also, a groove 300 in the rod receiving
portion 9" and a groove 210 in the head receiving portion
19" have rectangular cross sections, with respective long
sides perpendicular to the central axis C. The rectangular
cross-sections may provide for more secure abutting sur-
faces and/or a stronger holding force compared to the second
embodiment.

Assembly and use of the bone anchoring device according
to the third embodiment is similar to the assembly and use
of the polyaxial bone anchoring device according to the first
and the second embodiments. For example, the split ring 500
is inserted into the groove 210 and compressed during
insertion, or can alternatively be inserted into the groove 300
and expanded during insertion, similarly as described for the
second embodiment.
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When the head receiving portion 19" is mounted to the
rod receiving portion 9", the split ring 500 is configured to
expand into the groove 300 because the dimensions of the
grooves 210, 300 are such that there is a gap 310 provided
when the grooves 210, 300 are aligned. Due to the rectan-
gular cross-sections of the split ring 500 and the grooves 210
and 300, a greater friction force may be provided such that,
during rotation of the head receiving portion 19", a more
precise adjustment of a position of the recessed area 25
relative to the rod receiving portion 9".

Further modifications of the embodiments described may
also be conceivable. For example, for the bone anchoring
element, various different kinds of anchoring elements can
be used and combined with the described receiving parts.
Such anchoring elements may include, for example, screws
of different lengths, screws with different diameters, cannu-
lated screws, screws with different thread forms, nails,
hooks, etc. In some embodiments, the head and the shank of
the anchoring elements may be separate parts that are
connectable to each other.

Modifications of the receiving part are also possible. For
example, to generate the enlarged pivot angle, it is possible
to use a head receiving portion that has been cut at the
bottom in an inclined manner so as to generate an enlarged
pivot angle over a larger circumferential area. The recessed
area can also be realized by a cut-out in an otherwise
symmetric head receiving portion that provides an opening
perpendicular to the central axis C.

Rotational support of the head receiving portion in the rod
receiving portion can also be realized in other ways. For
example, the pins in the first embodiment and the corre-
sponding pin holes can be placed at other locations in the
circumferential direction. In some embodiments, one single
pin hole and a single pin may be sufficient. Further, instead
of the pins or the split ring, for example, it may also be
possible to use, for example, a slotted ring with alternating
slots, or one or more ball bearings. The connection between
the rod receiving portion and the head receiving portion is
generally at least partially a positive-fit connection. How-
ever, it is also conceivable to have a connection that is
achieved by a friction-fit only.

A configuration of the locking ring and the cooperating
outer surface portion of the head receiving portion can also
be different from the embodiments shown. For example, it is
possible for the inner surface of the locking ring to also be
tapered and to cooperate with the tapered outer surface of the
head receiving portion. The cooperating surfaces of locking
ring and head receiving portion can also be parallel (e.g.,
with the central axis of the receiving part) so that the
clamping of the head is achieved by an interference fit
between the locking ring and the head receiving portion.
Any other configuration that generates a sufficient locking
force for locking the head may be conceivable.

Further, in some embodiments, instead of the U-shaped
recess for receiving the rod, a recess that is open to the side
can be used, or the channel for the rod may be closed. Other
kinds of locking or fixation devices, including outer nuts,
outer caps, bayonet locking devices, or other similar fixation
devices may also be incorporated are possible.

While the present invention has been described in con-
nection with certain exemplary embodiments, it is to be
understood that the invention is not limited to the disclosed
embodiments, but is instead intended to cover various modi-
fications and equivalent arrangements included within the
spirit and scope of the appended claims, and equivalents
thereof.
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What is claimed is:

1. A polyaxial bone anchoring device comprising:

a bone anchoring element having a shank for anchoring in

a bone and a head;

a receiving part for coupling a rod to the bone anchoring

element, the receiving part comprising:

a rod receiving portion having a first end, a second end,
and a recess with a bottom for receiving a rod
therein; and

a head receiving portion having a first end, an open
second end with a bounding edge, and a hollow
interior portion in communication with the second
end for accommodating the head of the bone anchor-
ing element, wherein a first region of the head
receiving portion is insertable into the second end of
the rod receiving portion to rotatably connect the
head receiving portion to the rod receiving portion,
and wherein the head receiving portion is flexible for
introduction and clamping of the head; and

a locking ring configured to be mounted around the head

receiving portion;

wherein when the head receiving portion is connected to

the rod receiving portion and the locking ring is around

the head receiving portion, the head is insertable into
the head receiving portion from the second end of the
head receiving portion, is pivotable in the head receiv-
ing portion such that the bounding edge is configured to
permit the bone anchoring element to pivot at a larger

maximum pivot angle relative to the receiving part at a

first location of the bounding edge than at a second

location of the bounding edge, and can be locked at an
angle relative to the receiving part by compressing the
head receiving portion with the locking ring; and

wherein when the first region of the head receiving
portion is in the rod receiving portion, at least one
retaining element is insertable into the receiving part to
connect the head receiving portion to the rod receiving
portion.

2. The polyaxial bone anchoring device of claim 1,
wherein the first end of the head receiving portion is
configured to be connected to the second end of the rod
receiving portion.

3. The polyaxial bone anchoring device of claim 1,
wherein the head receiving portion and the rod receiving
portion are configured to be connected by a positive-fit
connection.

4. The polyaxial bone anchoring device of claim 1,
wherein the first end of the head receiving portion comprises
a cylindrical portion and the second end of the rod receiving
portion has a bore into which the cylindrical portion fits.

5. The polyaxial bone anchoring device of claim 4,
wherein the cylindrical portion of the head receiving portion
has a circumferential groove.

6. The polyaxial bone anchoring device of claim 5,
wherein the rod receiving portion has at least one pin hole,
and wherein the at least one retaining element comprises a
pin configured to be positioned in the pin hole so as to extend
at least partially into the groove when the head receiving
portion and the rod receiving portion are connected.

7. The polyaxial bone anchoring device of claim 1,
wherein the bounding edge comprises a recessed area at the
first location that provides for the larger maximum pivot
angle.

8. The polyaxial bone anchoring device of claim 1,
wherein when the locking ring compresses the head receiv-
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ing portion to lock the head, an orientation of the head
receiving portion is fixed with respect to the rod receiving
portion.

9. The polyaxial bone anchoring device of claim 1,
wherein when the rod receiving portion and the head receiv-
ing portion are connected, the receiving part has a central
axis that extends from the first end of the rod receiving
portion to the second end of the head receiving portion, and
wherein the locking ring is configured to be movable along
the central axis.

10. The polyaxial bone anchoring device of claim 1,
further comprising a rod, wherein the locking ring is move-
able by exerting pressure onto the locking ring with the rod
to compress the head receiving portion and lock the head.

11. The polyaxial bone anchoring device of claim 1,
wherein the recess for the rod is a U-shaped recess.

12. The polyaxial bone anchoring device of claim 1,
wherein the locking ring is mountable from the second end
of the head receiving portion.

13. The polyaxial bone anchoring device of claim 1,
wherein the head receiving portion further defines an open
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first end with a width that is less than a greatest width of the
head of the bone anchoring element.

14. The polyaxial bone anchoring device of claim 1,
wherein the at least one retaining element is a pin, the rod
receiving portion has at least one pin hole, and wherein the
pin is configured to be inserted in the pin hole to connect the
head receiving portion to the rod receiving portion.

15. The polyaxial bone anchoring device of claim 1,
wherein the rod receiving portion comprises a connection
region between the bottom of the recess and the second end;
and

Wherein when the head receiving portion is connected to

the rod receiving portion and the locking ring is around
the head receiving portion, a greatest width of the head
receiving portion is less than a width of an outer profile
of the rod receiving portion at the connection region.

16. The polyaxial bone anchoring device of claim 1,
wherein when the locking ring is mounted around the head
receiving portion, the second end of the rod receiving
portion forms an abutment for the locking ring.

#* #* #* #* #*



